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great east and west route across the European plain, and is a natural
gateway to Russia. It is also in close rail contact with all sections of
Poland and with Germany. Accordingly it has become the greatest
commercial center of the country, as well as the most important point
for the distribution of western European goods throughout all of
Russia. Nearly every Polish industry is represented in the city, but it is
especially noted for its machines and metallurgy, due to its proximity
to the minerals of the Petrokov district. The clothing and shoe indus-
tries make use of its abundant supply of cheap labor, and its location
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in the midst of a productive agricultural district is reflected in the
importance of sugar refining and distilling.

To the southwest of Warszawa, the city of Lodz and the numerous
surrounding towns form the chief textile manufacturing center of
the country. Part of its importance is due to its location between the
wool-producing areas of the southern plateau and the flax-raising dis-
tricts on the plains north of Warszawa. Its excellent rail connections
have also been an advantage, as they have facilitated the importation
of raw cotton. However, political factors also played a part in its
growth, for the protectionist policy of pre-war Russia worked to its
decided advantage.

THE POLISH CORRIDOR

The Wista and its tributaries drain the major portion of the new
state and form its natural and historical pathway to the sea. Accord-